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                                                    Ladybug and her Spots 
 

                                        written & illustrated  
                                          by Olga Verasen 

 
Yesterday Ladybug learned to count to seven. Her friend Ant taught her.  
It all started when Ant looked at Ladybug’s back and said, "One, two, three, four, 
five, six, seven! Hmmm...! You have seven spots on your back!" 
Ladybug looked into a droplet of dew to see herself, and also saw the seven spots 
on her back. 
 
"One, two, three, four, five, six, seven!" she repeated and then asked. "Why are 
there only seven?" 
 
"I don’t know!" replied Ant. "But tomorrow I can ask my friend, big fluffy 
Bumblebee. Bumblebee flies far and wide and can find answers to any question!" 
 
"Wonderful, thank you very much!" said Ladybug excitedly. "I’ll be waiting for 
you!” She really wanted to know why she had seven spots on her back. 
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Today Ladybug woke up very early, washed her face with dew, spread her small 
wings and expectantly flew to the meadow. She fluttered down onto a large white 
daisy and waited for her friend Ant. 
Ladybug looked down at the path on which Ant usually walked and exclaimed 
loudly, "One, two, three! One, two, three, four, five, six, seven!” She really wanted 
everyone to know that she had seven spots on her back, so she shouted once more, 
"One, two, three, four, five, six, seven!" 
 
In order to see her friend Ant sooner, Ladybug flew to a tree that grew in the middle 
of the meadow. She sat down on a leaf, neatly folded her soft wings, and began to 
count again: "One, two, three ..."  
 
"Hey… what have you forgotten?" an angry voice buzzed beside her. 
"Oh!" exclaimed the Ladybug.  She looked around and saw a large fluffy 
Bumblebee. 
 
"E-e-e.... Excuse me... Did I bother you?" asked the confused Ladybug.  
"Yes! I was basking in the sun, and you interrupted me!"  Bumblebee again buzzed 
angrily. 
 
"Oh, please excuse me! Are you cold?" asked Ladybug. 
 
Bumblebee buzzed more kindly. "Well ... not very ... This morning I was carrying 
out an important mission for Ant and got soaked with dew!" 
 
Bumblebee raised his antennae, puffed out his striped abdomen and continued 
importantly. 
 
"I did a favor for Ant! Now I’m sitting and basking in the sun!" 
 
"Wow!" Ladybug began jumping joyfully. "It's about my spots, isn’t it?"  
 
The leaf the Bumblebee was standing on swayed, and he almost fell off. 
"Take it easy! Stop jumping!" he buzzed angrily again. 
 
"Oops!" Ladybug stopped jumping and meekly added. "Sorry, I just really want to 
know why I have these spots on my back!" 
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"And how many of them do you have?" asked Bumblebee. 
 
"One, two, three, four, five, six, seven!" answered Ladybug proudly and showed 
him the seven spots on her back. 
Bumblebee looked closely at her back and agreed, "Seven! That’s right! There they 
are!" He asked slowly, “Why do you need it?” 
 
“Wait – why what?” Ladybug asked in confusion. 
 
“Well, why do you need to know?” Bumblebee asked in surprise. 
Ladybug got upset. 
 
"What do you mean why?! I always wear them! Why are there only seven, neither 
more nor less?" 
 
Bumblebee touched his antennae with a (paw) forleg , pondered for a while and sat 
down with a puzzled look. "What? Is it so hard?" he finally asked. 
 
 "What’s hard"?  asked Ladybug, equally puzzled.  
 
 "Wearing spots on your back!" Bumblebee exclaimed in frustration. 
 
"No, it's not difficult, but why are there exactly seven?" Ladybug asked again. 
"Silly thing! I'm not asking why I have stripes on my stomach!" Bumblebee laughed 
loudly. 
 
"Why?" Ladybug asked again. 
 
 Bumblebee grabbed  his head in his (paws) forlegs. 
 
"Why, why? Because I'm not interested! Don’t you understand?"  
 
"No! Isn’t it interesting to learn something new?" Ladybug asked with surprise. 
 
 "I only wonder where I can find more nectar!” Bumblebee grumbled. 
 "Why?" Ladybug again asked in surprise.   
 
 "Why else but to eat it!" exclaimed Bumblebee. 
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 "And that's all?" asked Ladybug quietly. 
 
 "Yes! Because if I don’t think about food, I'll be hungry!" Bumblebee confidently 
answered. 
 "Yes, of course! You need to think about food, but not all the time!" smiled 
Ladybug. 
 
 "What else is there to think about?" Bumblebee asked in surprise. 
 
 "Oh! There are so many interesting things around!” Ladybug said admiringly while 
looking around. "Look! Why do some flowers close their petals at night, while 
others don’t? Why are leaves green? Why do some things grow big and others stay 
small? Why ...?” she started asking more questions, but Bumblebee grumbled again, 
 "Too many Whys!" and added, "Why are you always asking ‘Why’?” 
 
  "Oh! It’s just that everything around is so interesting!" sighed Ladybug and added, 
"Why…oops, sorry ..." Ladybug was about to go back to her daisy, but Bumblebee 
stopped her. 
 
"Wait! I know why you have seven spots on your back! The Wise Owl told me this 
morning. Seven spots - seven days." 
 
"And why...?" Ladybug wanted to ask another question, but Bumblebee stopped her. 
"Wait. Let every day be a good one!” he said.  
 
"What is the meaning of, ‘Let every day be a good one!’?” Ladybug asked in 
surprise.   
 
Bumblebee answered, "I don't know, but that is what the Wise Owl said," and added, 
"I'm sorry ... I have to take off, but I'll think about it!" And with that, Bumblebee 
flew away. 
 
"Hmmm.... Let every day be a good one." Ladybug repeated Bumblebee’s words 
slowly and fell deep into thought.  
 
Ant appeared on the road and Ladybug spread her wings to fly towards him. 
"Good morning!" Ant greeted her. 
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"Good morning!" answered Ladybug and then exclaimed, "Wow! I think I 
understand! Good morning, good day, good evening ... Seven spots - seven good 
days. Let every day be a good one!" 
 
"Of course!" Ant eagerly added. "Our mother always says, if you’ve done 
something good for others, then your day will be good. From good days are built a 
good life!" 
 
Remembering her own upbringing, Ladybug added, "Amazing, my mother always 
says that too!" Gratefully she said, "That's why I have seven spots on my back! 
Thank you, and thanks to Bumblebee and Wise Owl!” 
 
Ant looked around and asked. "Where's Bumblebee?" 
 "He flew away", answered the Ladybug. “And he said that I ask ‘Why?’ too much. 
Is that really bad?” 
 
 "I think, it's wonderful!" smiled Ant. "Our mother always says: ‘If you have 
questions, you will always find answers to them!’ “ Ant looked up at the sky, 
jumped up and said, "Look how high the sun is now. I'm sorry, I have to hurry 
home.” As Ant rushed off, Ladybug heard him say, “I'm happy we know why you 
have seven spots on your back!" 
 
Ladybug looked at herself in a dewdrop and laughed gaily. "One, two, three, four, 
five, six, seven! Wow! Now I know why I have seven spots on my back! Let every 
day be a good one!" 
 
Ladybug spread her little wings and flew to meet her good days, where there is 
always time for good deeds.   
 

 


